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Charities Housing to Break Ground on New Affordable
Housing Community in Palo Alto
5-story, 130-unit, Affordable Family Housing

Palo Alto, CA — Charities Housing will host a groundbreaking ceremony on Tuesday, April 7, 2026, at
12:30 p.m. to celebrate the development of a new affordable housing community located at 3001 El
Camino Real in Palo Alto.

This transformative project represents a major investment in addressing the region’s housing crisis,
providing much-needed affordable homes and supportive services for individuals and families in Santa
Clara County. The development reflects a collaborative effort among local government leaders,
community organizations, and financial partners committed to expanding housing access and stability.
Community leaders, project partners, and stakeholders will gather to commemorate the milestone and
highlight the impact this development will have on the Palo Alto community.

“Affordable housing in Palo Alto is not just needed—it’s critical,” said Mark Mikl of Charities Housing.
“This project demonstrates what’s possible when public and private partners come together to invest in
inclusive communities, ensuring that essential workers and families are not priced out of Silicon Valley.”

Project Background
The El Camino Real Multfamily Project is 100% affordable housing community consisting of new
construction mixed-use 130-unit, 5-story, housing development. 

The ground floor will consist of 103 parking spaces, a large community room with a shared kitchen
and food pantry, child play space, BBQ area, laundry facility, secured-bike storage and property
management and resident services office. 
Floors 1 through 5 will house 130 residential homes – 24 studios, 40 one-bedrooms, 33 two-
bedrooms, and 33 three-bedroom homes to accommodate larger families. 
The second floor offers a large outdoor courtyard with landscaping and seating for residents to
enjoy.
The units are deed-restricted to serve tenants meeting 30%-60% of Area Median Income. 
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“When: Tuesday, April 7, 2026
             12:30pm-2:00pm 

Where: 3001 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 94036

12:30pm - Welcome and Sign in
12:35pm – Welcome Remarks
Don Taylor, Catholic Charities of Santa Clara County
12:40pm.– Project Overview
Mark Mikl, Marvel Ang, and Christian Poncetta, Charities Housing
12:45pm – County Remarks
Jason Galisatus, Principal Advisor, Office of County Supervisor District 5
12:50pm – City Remarks
Mayor Vicki Veenker, City of Palo Alto
12:55pm – County of Santa Clara Office of Supportive Housing
KJ Kaminski, Director of the Office of Supportive Housing
1:00pm – Housing Authority Remarks
Preston Prince, Executive Director, Santa Clara County Housing Authority
1:05pm – Financial Partner Remarks
John Kauh, Senior Vice President, Wells Fargo
1:10pm – Community Investment Remarks
Lily Berticevich, Director of Community Investment, LISC Bay Area
1:15pm – Closing Remarks
Don Taylor, Catholic Charities of Santa Clara County
1:20pm – Groundbreaking Photos
1:30pm - Networking and Light Lunch
2:00 p.m. – Ceremony Concludes

About Charities Housing: 
A mission-driven non-profit that focuses on affordable housing development and operations and has
been serving the lowest levels of affordability for families, individuals and seniors in our community
for the last 30 years. Charities Housing currently operates in excess of 1,500 apartment homes in
Santa Clara County, and with the help of all our public and private partners, we have in excess of
1,000 additional apartment homes under various stages of development or predevelopment that will
be delivered into the community over the next few years. For more information, visit
charitieshousing.org or call 408-555-8300.
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